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 gublication contains the 
„delivered at a private. in- 
— on tho diſcuffion of an inquiry, - 
ther the american "Quakers, for e ating 
_ their ſlaves ; or the Miſſionary — *, for 

propagating chriſtianity in heathen W be 
more deſerding of enco ring ar 


to. myſelf, 
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© ſupports by the we 6-9-6 1 
to every denomination of pr 

already grand wards of 100 . 
the evangelization of- the heathen. 

ty is excited by the following work, 

Caen by the ee of the narratives of its 

bliſhed by the direQors: and thoſe-who are di 
afſiſtance to an undertaking ſo 
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fore, frequently; dictated by. a minth ecbaziſted 
8 Kos will be received with n 
party Inner, how: to deſpi 


be not © heawt 


= vi . 


tons,” be peruſed without fariefadtion, 1 


forgotten without regret. For the opinions 
expreſs, no apology can be neceſſary, they are 
the reſult of te Ap, ift hepiinquiſted | 
only with the attainment ſuperior nowledge. 
Fo extenuate any defects of ſtyle and inaccura- 
cies of com poſition,” Fwd obferve, that 1 it is a 
firſt juven *. production — written in in- 


tetvals of proſeſſional engagement aui there- 


eriti- 


by previous efforts. Honeſ and manly 


ed with reſpect: eee eee oe "RP - | 


between —— was; unneceffary _ . 
even improper. An aſſuranae that Ji-did nat 
invent the inquiry, and only -communigated my 


—_— upon ät, ha ptevioully: prepared, was 


1 him to be; dim 8 
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he ſentiments are not ſufficiently — 
lical, day he exclaimed: by: foine-readers 

many: wait ſup of the ä 

From ſuelu l would: demand; whethes — oN 
U intthe ſenſan; and — 
that which would be intereſting and uſeful, ir 


dehrerad from: the pulpit of a chriſtian temple, 


might not, perchance, in other 3 be 
9 5 and abſurd” That argument i 
ſucceſsful which extorts, from the preju- 


dices and admiſſions of an r a conclu- 


fion' 8 to che cauſe of 
3 in, che bee and ad 
. e dee ny wall ee tha il 5 
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Aon Th 8 8 were produced ; and the 


literary ariſtocracy will treat a ublication, 
thus originating, with diſdain, To theſe $4 
would ſuggeſt, that life is too ſhort, and the 
_ obſtacles to improvement are too numerous, to 


permit an appearance in any aſſembly, where in- 


formation may be communicated or received, 
to be really degradatory to a wife and good man. 
But I will even venture to recriminate-on m 
accuſers; I will tell them that piety, intell 
and wealth have too long en the afſem- 
blies of the people. Plato was conſcious of the 
importance of public amuſements. Permit 
me to compoſe the ſongs of a nation, and I am 
indifferent who forms their laws,” was a ſags 
ſentiment. of Fletcher, of Saltoun. The revo- 
lution and ſcepticiſm of France, whether bene- 
-ficial or injurious, if then did not originate, 
were conſiderably promoted, in the coteries.of the 
Palais royal, the walks of the Thuilleries, and the 
chambres des Jefeurs. Untaught by ſuch au- 


| thorities, unconvinced by ſuch examples, let 


others continue to prefer the Fl args portico 
and olive grove. of Academe; I will intermin- 


gle with the multitude, and endeavor to be uſe- 


ful in the buſy forum of active life. 


Hoxton Square, 
Dec. 21, 1798. 
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I: is in indeed delightful that we, can thaw aſſem- 
- bleito beſtow the palm lof Approhation en tro | 
competitors for the reward of virtue. 

© Thepeople called Quakers ant the patrons of the 
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Miſſionary Society al are both intitled to animated 
_ applauſe ; and we are s evening” only required 


| to decide between their comparative excellence. 
Innxidious remarks and degradatory inveRtives are 


ſuperflu IC To, 98885 Hig it is not} neceſ- 
as e other 25 preflt . Like 
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no dane repreſentative of the beneficent 
4 bp 5 
Thoſe motives. —— inflaence. the - 8 
- fanding. are more beneficial, .and CS 
more laudable, than thoſe which appeal only to the 
_ paſſions. The latter are uncertain and accidental 
in their operation; the former conſtant and uni- 
form, Impreſſions made only on the heart, like _ 
characters engtaven on the ſandy ſhore, are pro- | 
duced with facility, and with equal facility 
effaced; while impreſſions . on the intellect of 
man, like ſculptures 1 upon. adamant, defy the va- 
 riation of the ſeaſons, and long but to influ- 
ence and inſtruct. : . e 
The individual, whoſe ſelfiſh 13 1 
F; theredore, is inſpired by ſentiment alone, ex- [= 
periences a painful irritation, an anguiſh of ſen- ä 
| fGbility, a whirlwind of paſſion ; he alert. . Ib 
minately relieves every. applicant, or promiſes to 16 
reheye z the moſt inter not the moſt de: 
fers ng object obtains his tears, his commiſeration, Os 
1 his affiſtance; he eagerly beſtous on one the means . 4 
| which many ſhould partake. But the ſtimulating „ 
cauſe removed, the effects inſtantaneouſly diſap- 
| pear; and he, to afl aſtoniſmed obſerver, diſ. 
3 2000" indifference and tranquillity. . 1 
It is otherwiſe with the Nee bis NES 
feelings, though exquiſite, are corrected by his 
| Judgement; principle is combiney win Rate e 
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; ious 5 ere be edles on able alt 1 
ſtributions 
ordered by His kindnefs he 'perfonally füperin- 


ſh ant unfoliciting diſtreſs; the d 


tends ; he watches over their ſubjects from youth 


to manhood; obſerves their growth 'as the liorti- | 


culturiſt notes with pleaſure the inereafing eleva⸗ 


tion of the flip he planted; till, like the un- 5 
fledged, aeglecte, expiring nightingale, f he had | 
| t in his boſom, cheriſhed by His 


found, warr 
care, they reware d his previous'e eq by A home 
ſand ſongs. N | 391 ag Try 


ine Gerlinde of conduct kult be Walen £ 


bp the motives; if their ſuperiority be aſcertain- 
able from the extenſion and remoteneſs of the 


objects they inſpire to relieve ; I contend, with 


confidence, that the preeminence of thoſe mo- 


tives diſplayed by the Miſſionary Society intitle 


them to Ne e N b and ap- 
page + 535 OSA eee 


The flaves' Hbtrated: by their maſtets were 
perpetually preſent to their view. They heard the 


clanking of the fetters; the heart rending groans; 


the ſhrieks of tortured infancy, or of bending 


decrepid old age additionally depreſſed; © they 


faw the iron enter into their ſouls;” and, they . 
N been more or Jef than men had they. 5 


not 


* 


* 
” * » 
* 
* 8 
© . 
„ 4 * 4 
3 
- s 


* 


. Ap y 
on * wt 2 * « 
, * 4 L > 2 7 1 5 " 
1 22 . 12 2 FF 8 a rt 
. { Go * , * 4 wh, , ki # 
MEET” CO 3 2 r we 3 
| N e FIVE PEY "58 2 2 1 
— > £ 


+ 


— TORE 
3 to emancipate. Unleſs transformed. 
by habit into demons,” the anguiſh of their 

victims muſt have interrupted. their enjoyment, 
embittered their moſt mellifluous pleaſure, and 


5 ſcattered thorns upon a bed ſoft as the down of the 
Goſſamere. How fearful alſo their nocturnal vi- 


ſions! dark and awful forms liding round their 


pillows muſt have © murdered eep. The publi- 


cations of œconomical philoſophers might have 


convinced. them that a continuance of {lavery 
being impolitic, their intereſt demandel the ſa- 
| crifice ; and, apprehenſions of vindiQtive puniſh- 
ment, inflicted by the oppreſſed, might make the 
balance preponderate to mercy. All theſe cir- 
cumſtances might co-operate with the con- 


W 


victions of their judgement, and the feelings of 


their hearts. But I with not to inſinuate a de- 
gradatory cauſe to an effect which I fo warmly 
approve. Meritorious has been their conduct; 
long may they enjoy their e taſte the 


luxury of doing good ! 


” 


But none of theſe poſſibilities ſuggeſt them- 


ſelves to eclipſe the radiance of the efforts of the 
Miſſionary Inſtitution. The miſeries of the Hea- 
then they did not perſonally contemplate. They 
have known them only from the narrative of the 
traveller, the page of the hiſtorian, or the voyage 


of the navigator. Unreproached, but by their 


- own minds; ; unreproachable but, by the ſuf- 
e * 1 ferers 


6 1 - pf 12- 


; forers and by God, they i e obtained . .. 
knowledge without emotion; or been content 
with wiſhes for their proſperity—with ſupplica- 
tions for their improvement. But their princi- 
ples permitted them not to wrap themſelves in 


the veſtments of indifference. Many of their 


brethren of mankind were enveloped in obſcu- 
rity, more cheerleſs than the winter of the 
North more benumbing than its icy blaſts 
they have ſurmounted difficulties innumerable, 
to diffuſe amongſt them an irradiating beam. Ig- 
norance more deſtructive than the upas tree 


of Java, had extenſively diffuſed - indiſpoſi- 
tion and mortality; poſſeſſing a remedy for the 
diſeaſe, © though Alps roſe on Alps, they have 


traverfed many deeps to communicate the bene- 
fit. Others have done well, but theſe have ex, 


celled them all, 


Not only do their motives gialp the palm of 1 


* - 


en but in the BENEFITS which the Miſ- 


fiondry Society confer, they are equally preemi- 
nent. Tlege wavres Extvbnpia; ; Above all terreſtrial - 


bleſſings, grant me liberty! was the maxim of the 


ſage Selden, and is that which I adopt. An attach- _ : 


ment to freedom, I imbibed with my infantine nu- 


triment ; © It has grown with my growth, and © 


firengthened with my ſtrength.” But, as a man, 
who, for the firſt time, contemplates the picto- 
rial productions of the venetian ſchool, faſcinated 


* 


by 


Fre es 


ty 1 


by the brilliant colouring, feels only dtn 0 


ſenſations of boundleſs pleaſure but on repeated 


inſpection diſcovers defects and beauties original- 


ly unobſerved and his rapturous enthuſiaſm be- 
comes valuable eſteem; ſo that which in me 


was once à paſſion is now a' principle. Without 
neglecting to perceive in the individual ſacrifices 


required by liberty, conſiderable inconvenience; 


I know how to appreciate the peculiar benefits it 


beſtows by promoting the general welfare. By an 


irreſiſtible moral influence on mankind it can 
effect tranſmutations ſuperior to the pretenſions 
of the alchymiſt, from ſordid clay can produce 


invaluable ore—with a celerity and certainty ſur- 
paſſing all the fables of oriental poets, enjoyed 
can convert a deſert into. nne, forfeited ely⸗ 
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fium into hell. 


This treaſure has been conferred by the former | 


ame in this conteſt of benevolence. 


But there is a Bher ni by poets. 
Cowexx. 


A the latter competitors have beſtowed the 


means of procuring this furpaſſing de by the 
promulgation of Chriſhanuty. 

This obſervation may, to many of this 8 
Ny, appear concluſive of the debate; but, I am 
ſurrounded by others, who knowing and loving 
| civil ä wall inguniendy deny the ſupe- 
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religion muſt (invariably. operate in- 2 denn 


manner on the human mind that, when cor- 
rupted, it is rather beneficial than deſtructive 


that, conſequently, when pure and unadulte- 
rated, the effects it will produce muſt be eitreme- 
ly ſalutary that Chriſtianity conſtitutes the moſt 
| fimple and efficacious religion, and that the 

communication of this invaluable reſtorative will 
contribute eſſentially to the happineſs of man- 


kind, and therefore deſerves their en 
acknowledgment. 
Is not man the creature of i; fon 


enced by the moſt powerful inducements does 


he not uniformly perform thoſe actions which 


appear beſt adapted to promote his happineſs ? 
Is not the introduction of incentives calculated 


to produce conduct uſeful and meritorious; and to 
counteract thoſe tending to his individual diſad- 


vantage, and the inconvenience of ſociety; the 


object of education, of moral philoſophy, and of 


every municipal and civil regulation ? Is it not 
their general tendency to convince the mind 


that the welfare of the individual, being inſepa- 
_ connected OY the general advantage, 


0 vio- 


DIY 


ie of che TIO of 8 muſt therefore 


ultimately prove calamitous to his perſonal proſpe- 


rity d. Are not, even by theſe means, thoſe human 1 
paſſions, which would, like a deſtructive torrent, 


have ſwept away the pleaſure and benefit of the 


community, conſtrained to flow, like a gentle 
ſtream, diffuſing extenſive fertility and joy? Can 
then religion, or the ſentiments - and opinions 


which are entertained reſpeRting ſuperior beings ; 
and conſequently, reſpecting their influence on 


n porn the adoration they ſhould re- 
win bello, fail to have, by introducing new in- 
tereſting and impreſſive motives to the feelings ot 


puniſhments or rewards they 


the intellect of man, a conſiderable influence on 
the human mind? And indeed has not the in- 
fluence been ſo general, and the effects ſo mul- 
tiform, that man has been frequently and cha- 
Wee denominated a religious animal? 


ments have been injurious to the ſocial weal that 
like the benumbing touch of the torpedo, they 


have paralyſed the intellectual energies of ſo- 


ave rendered man the victim of an in- 


jurious ſuperſtition and that, contrary to 
every other terreſtrial cireumſtance, their incon- 


veniences are innumerable, without one propor- 
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n ure che opinions udich aft; epeatell in 
quiry induces me to entertain, that I venture to 
contend that religion under an aſpect repulſive 


and diſguſting; that even thoſe perceptions which 
Induce nations to commit horrible enormities to 


propitiate an evil principle which they adore, are 
yet productive of panſequances new; cont 
than injurious. „ 
Obſerying the ann; af, _ ae Roics, 
the ſaducees of Judea, or the few profeſſing 
atheiſts in european realms; and comparing the 
general tenor of their lives with the barbarous 
cuſtoms of pagan tribes; or even with the licen- 
tious rites and popular abſurdities of the poly- 
theiſts of Italy and Greece, they exclaim exulting- 
ly that ſucceſs ſmiles benignant on their cauſe. 
But the argument is incorrect. Let imagination 
picture a race unreſtricted by future apprehen- 
fions, uninſpired by animating hopes of future 
delight — then ſelect a tartarian horde, wan- 
dering in pathleſs foreſts, ſavage as the tigerswhich 
they combat, and ſacrificing. even their ſmiling 
infants to propitiate the demons they apprehend ; 
and that compariſon ſhall eyincethe benefits which 
even corrupted religion will afford. Although, 
their opinions of the ſupreme are ſo. inconfiſteng,.. 
and injurious, although their anticipations of fu- 
ture enjoyment be entirely corporeal; theſe 
. will e a reſtraint of deſires injuri- 
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When ſhall the Sas age return, and . | 
ſaturnian empire recommence! was the fre⸗ 
quent exclamation of pagan poets. Thie diſci- 
ple of Chriſt loves to anticipate the day, When 
the re- appearance of Meſſiah ſhall commence 
millenial bliſs—and the modern philoſopher ex- 
pects, with rapture, the ſame conſequences to 
reſult from, what he denominates, the perfectibi- 


| lity of man. In their deſcription of the effects, 


a ſimilarity prevails ; but reſpecting the important 
cauſe, an equal e of . 18 . 


When” this halcyon Penisd ſhall artive; 4 ky ; 
thoſe circumſtances, which fill the cup of life 


with bitterneſs and woe, will for ever ceaſe. The 
whole earth will teem with population and ferti- 


lity. Leſs frequent, and oppreſſive, will b the labor 
of man; and the intervals of repoſe will be de- 
voted to intellectual! eee. Extended Ve- 


5 


rolence will flouriſh, 8 weeds of 


beiin regard formerly overrun the ſoil; and the 
partial intereſt will no longer be e op- 
poſed to the general weal. The mountain will 
not then be formed by the excavation of the 

: Vale, nor the elevation of individuals be Propor- 

6 tionate to the general. depreſſion. Rs 

Old age will not tread upon the * of 
youth; for, the vices which generate | diſeaſe 
having diſappeared, life ſhall be long and happily 
irs When the venerable patriarch then 
relates the hiſtory of the wars, which now deſolate 
the globe, his progeny will liſten, but be incre- 
dulous; for the ſword and ſpear will have been 
converted into inſtruments of uſefulneſs, or ele- 
vated as grateful trophies in the temples of the 
God of peace. Truth and knowledge ſhall be 

_ univerſal, as the all-ſurrounding air; and, at 
every ſtep, we ſhall hail the eie beſtowed by 
virtue and piety... 
The man whoſe. gilded bark glides on the 
| Thames. and he whoſe rough canoe navigates the 
ſouthern main—the afiatic devoted to voluptuous 
eaſe, and the hardy inhabitant of columbian fo- 
- reſts the african whoſe roſeate bloom i is blaſted - 
by the torrid ray, and the laplander whoſe growth 
| is ftinted. by the polar froſt, ſhall then all affiliate; - 
4 in one pure . conſult how to pro- 
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"Then ſhall the aſp no longer lurk beneath the | 
| flower—the lion and r ſhall domeſticare 5 
with the infant and the kid and roſe a | 
bloom deftitute of thorns : pa 


K. 
* 
- 


— n Alb cath ett oo at 
. 5 ö ʒ „ ine 
3 1 


Shall all be paradiſe, far happier ple 
|. Than that of Eden, and tar happier days? .; 


Such is an Hnaccarate outline of theſe fu- 
ture pleaſures —for ſach perfect bliſs who can 
hope correctly to delineate ! But, like a ſketch by N 
Raphael, the attempt is not totally deficient in | 
worth, © As the expectation that autumn will fi- 
nally arrive to compenſate for his preſent eel in- 
duces the huſbandman to cultivate the glebe as 

the traveller, reflecting on his much · loved heath, 

_ purſues his way indifferent to the © pitileſs pelt- 

ing of the ſtorm;“ fo the anticipation of the be- 

80 855 Which fociety ſhall Hereafter enjoy, enables 

the ſuffering patriot to laugh at all the rage of | 
che opprefſor—cheers the darkeſt dungeon in . 
which the philoſopher may "be confined—and 
inſpires the pious martyr, at the Rake, with'cheer- . 
fulneſs and) Joy. 28 1 6s 02 99 75 . 
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1 can pronounce theſe animating hopes to be 


an illufive 'chimers : ſtill leſs (enviable is his 


apathetic Woiciſn eb, adtviting their proba- 
_ biliry, can view tliem with indifference and un- 


concern. Supetior to ſuch ignorance, diſclaims 


ing ſuch inſenſibility, this affembly will eagerly 
demand, what means can enſure n alteration fo 
conduct introductory of ſuch wee ble 
ings, they will reſerve the loudeſt” plaudits, and 
long e their remembrance in their heart's 
eee. V 519 9 2 81 8 IHE 

deten has decreed: that, fir che encourage- 
Fee the khumbleſt effort of the, Num- 
bleft individual ſhall not be deſtitute | 
influence. Increaſing ſcience, additional perfec; 
| ion in the arts, ſyſtems of education more ratio- 
nal and juſt, the termination of accurſed preju- 


diee reſpecting ſexual inequality, the over- 


throw of conimereitl/ monchclkes, und an im- 


Provement of political „and coſe. 
quent introduction of general freedviy;" each, 
and all, will contribute to accderate” the event. 
But a recollectien chat ſaperſtition pofſeſſes a 
bemimbing power, chat her votaries reſemble 4 
underer amidſt the ſhows of Tenerife, ue 
de, dearth appearing in the 
form * temporaty repoſe——thur religion is moſt 
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that ber m motives; aue E effectual and that 45 
tlieory and experience concur to demonfizate the 
| riori * of chriſtian theology — will i | 
neouſly evince that, without her aid, the 1 
efforts of the preceding cauſes will be but like 
the imbecile attempts of individual ſtrength to 
effect thoſe.labors, which, hy a judicious applir 
cation of the mechanic poem. l with r 
be performed. Gir 
Still therefore the Naben Baking retain 
their previous elevation—ſtill even in the ulti- 
mate advantages deri vable from their exertions, 
« all other merit falls degraded,” when compared 
| to, their ſurpaſſing} excellence. For them then 
let 


» 


t poet tune his ſweeteſt lays—for. them; let 
the real patriot, the diſciple of true philoſophy, 
and the ardent philanthropiſt, nnen nial 
and moſt honorary wren 
With this obſervation I might terminate 155 
remarks, but chat two arguments have been in ; 
7 noe Hot emand a 


yt3" 152%: E en 


20 


: Oda gentleman has e that the Qua» 

- kers having really emancipated their ſlaves, whilſt 
the Miffionary Society are only. attempting to pro- 

pagate Chriſtianity—the one therefore isa certain, 

| the other but a s probable benefit. The accuracy 
8 5 „„ 


we wou 4 nen enquire, whether upon foind 
| _ cafions; the probability of the-attainment 
favorite object may not be ſufficiently ſatisfac- 
tory to an age equal confidence with the e 


ones 3 i 

| the origina promulgation of the” akt. 
tian faith no period has occurred ſo favorable 
to a ſucceſsful attempt to obtain its more exten- 
five belief. The ſolar beams, focally converged,” 
acquire augmented warmth—nutnerous ſtreamlets 
which - flowed uſeleſs and unknown, collected: 
into one channel, become à majeſtic, powerful 
torrent, which obſtacles ineffectually reſiſt. The 
profeſling: followers of Jeſus, devoted to recipro- 
cal hoſtility, have been incapable of active, heroic: 
enterprize. Weeping at the conſequence of their 


reciprocal difp 


victory muſt ſmile upon their arm. 


The preſent æra is diſtinguiſhed by intelle@aal Ds 
improvement. Science be ins to illuminate the 
lonelieſt hamlets, the ſequeſtered vale, and even 
the caverned receſs. The religion of Chriſt does 

| not, as the bat, flap its leathern wings at the ap- | 
proach o of darkneſs ;” but loves, like the lark, 2006-. ;. 
hail, with-moſt melodious warblings, the opening 
morn. - Akhough+ it be an 8 which the 


* 
5 54 N 
© . 


regardleſs of their peculiar 
party diſtinctions, they now promiſcuouſly min- 
gle in one maſs adopt one banner —exert their: 
general energies againſt the common rn. 75 
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1 vice an ſuperſtition, zanngt. 
diveſt of foliage and verdure—it flouriſhes, "moſt, 
_ kaxuriantly; in thoſe abodes which are enlivened 
by the wn Ame e en 
ledge. 
N 3 A frowning. barrier 5 „ 
the progecfa of truth, yet more inacceſſible than. 
that preſented by total ignorance z/ but ſimilar. 
to the miſts which diſappear on the riſing of the 
overthrow of the papal hierarchy—the- events, 
which have ſwept away, with the beſor of de- 
en, eecleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment and civil 
inſtitutions previouſly conſidered ſacred and im- 
portant new ſyſtems of tacties and finance 
and confederacies between powers, long eſteemed 
naturally and politically hoſtile, have, by their 
rude affails, compelled a fortreſs, formerly im- 
pregnable, to totter at its eee ee 
into „„ . 
He, who has never ö never can \ believe.” 
Hereditary or fortuitous opulence is leſs Py: 
appretiated, than that which is the reſult of per- 
ſonal exertion; and opinions, produced by in- 
| quiry, will be alſo retained with ſuperior ſtead- 
Wat flſtneſs. The infidelity ſo predominant in 75 
rope, will therefore eventually operate advantage zl 
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mind; 145 written by Condorcet, it is aſſe 
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« Tout prepare h prompte decadence de ces 
"I grariles religions de Forient.“ That «- every 
| thing accelerates the ſpeedy | overthrow | of the 
5 princ| ipal religions, of the caſt.” Even, among the 


n 


numerous and long unimproxable mufſulmen, 


. 


1 ſcepticiſm advances with atlean ſtrides. - Carn — 
bell and other intelli gent travellers have ob. 
ſerved, that in the interior of rkey doubts, are 
eie e which were formerly | unk known, 
Many deny with confidence. the inſpiration of the 


0 | Koran—deride a ſenſpal paradiſe—and, affert, chat 


4 


Mohammed i is not the prophet, of Allah. 


7 the, deſtruction of prejudice, the unbelief ob- 
ſervable i n Europe, and the ſtate of religion in 
oriental a The general appearances of the 
ka; world certainly indicate the dawning of a day of 
| ſuperior enjoyment, ! the ſpeedy maturity of an har-- 
| veſt copious —as the moſt benevolent can deſire. 
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In the particular „Heth of the original experi- 
ment of the Miſſionary Society—notwithſtand- , 
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play in mid-air and, though terrific to the 185 


Stec £2 


Fe 7927 In RIA of the a of * umzu | 5 


WEE fayorable concluſion | will thus ariſe from the 
Unie of chriſtians, the prevalence of Kflowledge, | 


. me, wh ich has wee Pompeia with 
- _ aſhes „And Hercylineym with, Pot ut to = 
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444% 
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as” their riley” be. gest, "an ba 4s iſt *. 2 
borers muſt probably fertilize the foil Lich their | 
aſhes and their od— there are circumſtances 

dictive of future plenty.” "Difficulties will in- TD 

deed occur—difficulties, which would appal t the 
timid, and exhauſt the raſh; but which, although 
Uke a. cloud hanging over the mountain, they | 
may ſeem burſting with thunder, will, when 4 
failed, by prudent, perſevering, OY cous 8 
exertions, evaporate into thin aii. 
©, Hiſtory demonſtrates a truth, "i which proofs : 
might be heaped on proofs, that barbarous na- 
tions receive, without reluctance, frequently v with . 
eagerneſs, the religious communications of thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed \ of more general knowledge. 
The ancient inhabitants of India, Egypt, Greece, | 
b Rome, and Peru, venerated the men, during their 
| lives, | who. introduced laus and uſeful arts ö 
imbibed their ſentiments reſpecting the divivity; 
regretted . their death with unaffected ſorrow; | 
and theig gratitude transformed their departed * 
benefactors into gods, and they became the ob- : 
jects of worſhip and of ſacrifice. What, thoſe - 
people were, the nati ves of the Pacific Iſlands and 
Africa now appear: and as man, in a fimilar ſtate 
of ſociety, is little varied in different ages, the 5 
Miſſionary Inſtitution have there many encourage 85 
ments to hope no LINES inconveni- 
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„The genial mildneſs of the climare—the 3 f 
cility with which necefſaries : may be obtained 1 = 
: the extenſive. prevalence of a language, whoſe _ j Y 
variations are only dialectical— and the ſoftneſs 5 F 
5 and traſtabilit of their character give to mn i 
expectation of ſucceſs among the former an air . 3 
of  extremeſt pr inty. Although unaccu n-. 4 
tomed to prediction, my judgoment authoriſes . 
me to pronounce, that while many founders' 8 „ 
the Miſſionary Society yet ſurvive, not only- the | 1 
more humane and poliſhed inhabitants af Ot -. = 
heite, Tongataboo, and Owyhee, but 'even*the  , Þ| 
ferocious cannibals of Neu Zealand, hall 'adore | _ ©, 
one God, and partake every benefit, which ei- = 13 7 
vilization and pure. iety can beftow . C 
The effects will be in Africa equally FOR 1 
although not equally immediate. 'This-affertion „ 
may excite the riftbility r fome objectors: M0 
Among the former, indeed, they will obferre 1 
health delights to dwell—here the foreign travel- 
ler falls a wein to ee ; there en . 
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_ remark. By the captain, who conducted the firſt miffiona- Be ps 2 
ries to Otaheite, information has been received, that their „ 
efforts have been attended with ſucceſs. The high priefi of | 

that iſland has promiſed, that no more human victims hall 

be immolated. For this intelligence, what friend to buma- 

nity can refuſe to unite in an anther of praiſe. A 
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ſubſiſtence. js precariou and often te | 


there Tupia could con erſe with nations Wenden 
many hundred leagues from his native ile but 
here tribes, whoſe territories are. _Eparated only 
by a river or a ridge of W 4 utter Tounds - 


. to each other unintelligible. Cat an, you [then ans 
ticipate triumphs in Africa? 1 
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Theſe diſcouraging mo * e been 4 
ed with an inſulting confidence Pens by 
= 7. facts. Many of the pernicious evils. Ecperieticed' 
1 " | by europeans in tropical climates reli t from 
a their own inexperignce. or crimes. | Wadfirom, i in 
| huis excellent eſſay on colonization, has. main- | 

'—__ tainedthat, by attention to diet, dreſs, a and” ba- 
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*. 5 ed Fg 1 ond people and their melt uni- | 
form kindneſs, to viſitants, will qualify the ob- 
1 ſtacles ariſing from occaſional ſcarcity. And the 
ag trouble and delay of acquiring many unwritten, : 
| difficult languages may be avoided by pene- 
= 5 = trating into the interior, and: viſiting the large and 
| 10 1 well populated UE erg: roar MO to 
F Ef: + | ext ty bond 5 1 N 
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ments hare acijtſired permanence and utinty 
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wy at Sierra Leone and other fimdar ef 


the ſociety for inveſtigating that quarter of the 


world have increaſed theit an eee the 
flave trade has expi | 
But the behding yellow ears, in e 1 
ready invite the fickle of the reaper. By ſedulous 


ired neyer to revive. 715 


improvement of cheſe opportunities chriftianity 
may may gradually extend her influence till, as the 
returning'tide' firſt waſhes the baſe of the ele- 


- _ vated rock, but, with each ſucceſſive ſurge, 


riſes and again riſes, and, at length, overtops the 


ſhores of the mediterranean” ſea, a flood of in- 
ſtruction ſhall' benefit their intellectual powers, 
more fructifying than all the waters of thie _ 


ſummit : ſo, from the table mountain to the 


: bia and the Nile are to their fandy plains.” 
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The beſt bleſſings we deſire are e ſometimes p 
cured without an effort. 5 % 
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+ They come anwoo'd; unſooght for, thay i are von. 


1 are how-ever moſt generally <heriſhed ; 


which! have been ſecured; but by weariſome ex- 


ertion. The bliſs of fruition ſeems proportionate - 


to the difficulty of attainment. In Hindoſtan, 
therefore, where peculiar nN ein 1 


exiſts alſo an adequate reward. | . 
in oe ſoe- _ 


<cffion, 98 from obſcurity, attained meridian _ 
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While other empires e, 
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_ grandeur and decline have aſſumed different 
w appearances in their manners, cuſtoms, religious ; 
\ ſentiment and civil policy; the hindogs only, 
during thouſands of years, have remained „the 
ſame: Time has  conſequeritly, given to their 
ee an indurate conſiſtence, and rendered 
L FE metrable as adamant. 
3 : "The. Fontan 'of the mohammedan con- 
3 | ( querors, like an earthquake, made many breaches 
5 in this maſſive, well - cemented fabric. They, 
1 5 whoſe progenitors became proſelytes to their doc- 
KR dine; will be eafily induced to another change; 
. and many whom the ſtorms and violence of the 
3 diſciples of the prophet, inclined to adhere more 
3 dloſely to their hereditary ſuperſtitions, may be 
3 perſuaded to their abandonment, by the gentle 
þ L inſinuating yet powerful pee of, the chriſ- . 
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r Is not, however, Ra . > he 


| © - | - -caftes, an inſuperable difficulty ? What! cannot 
% i a religion, which has prevailed on myriads to ſa- 
crifice eaſe, opulence, honor and life in atteſ- 
tation of the ſincerity of their regards, level even - 
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this mountain with the plain? May not alſo | 5 
ſome employment and ſubfiſtence be provided! 
for the firſt converts, until another, a chriſtian 5 
caſte be formed, ee with th whoſe members AE. 
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A Miſſien 0 dn may not be . by - 
characters. 'Many 
men of furpaſſing'informatioti and exalted inen 
lect, afſiſted with ample ſupplies, muſt there, to- 
gether, enter the liſts fot combat; and their ca- 


reer will not be, as in Africa, confined to a 


of a thinly populated iſland in the ſbuthern ſea. 
Vaſt might be the extent of their progreſs : and 
wherever they proceed, auditories numerous and 
generally attentive will appear: and unleſs the 
teſtimony of thoſe, who have made an experi- 
ment, be incorrect, even their firſt addreſſes will 
not only experience Ty: Ny eee 
admiration aud gratitudvde e. 

Should the bright n yet | rai viſit 
acquire perfect infulgence the rays will be 
thence reflected to every dame the eaſt The 
chineſe are the oriental jews- ain 
wenlth they return to Cloſe their ves in their 
native country. | By them, the doctrines of Chriſt 
may be re-introduced into that extenſive popu- 
lous empire, and 'I conceive” fuch introduction 
would” be extremely operative. This opinion 1 
am induced to entertain, by 3 the Tong-.. 
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" {emitted refiglench of. carholic!guiſlig . jesr—the - 
additional conſequence, - which europeans hayes 


acquired i in neighbouring Kater greater ta; 
millarity produced by the recent embaſſies of 


Matartney and Van Braam—and 
flon; of a tartatian prince, whoſe diyiniti 
m_— ee of armenia 3 
aan oecheſiaſtical eſtabliſh. 
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Thie junks an „ are alone per- 


mitted to enter the harbors of 


hoſe inr 


habitants, in annual rites, continue. to declare an 
unbounded deteſtation of the principles we pro- 
feſs. By their means, therefore, theſe implaca- 
ble enemies may be converted into ſollowers of 
the croſs— and ſimilar Konſequences may enſue 
on all the aſiatic coaſts, and among the nume- 
rous Wands which e the enn archupe | 
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From this 6 of. the ps ſitua- 


tow; not only of the world, hut alſo of thoſe 
particular parts ſelected by the Miſſionary So- 
ciety their ſucceſs appears as certain, as if their 
moſt ſanguine hopes were already realized. 2221 

But if their perſonal exertions ſhould be inef- 


' fediual, the influence of their example 


be unavailing. - They have ſounded the trumpet 


Land chan, who. were devoted 0 
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7 aſure, m K fen ſpears ; = 


8 the aoiſe. of preparation reſounds in many 


realms „ They whoſe attention was previouſly 
directe to-fimilar attempts, encouraged by new 


aſſociates, advance, with augmented confidence, 
and more elaſtic ſteps. 

Should | theſe rational expectations, however, 
| experience diſappointment—ſhould every effort 


prove. abortive—1 will then contend that ſucceſs 


alone conſtitutes a moſt inaccurate criterion of 
real excellence. Spirits of the departed good! 


to you I will appeal—you who formerly drank 


the deadly hemlock, whoſe limbs quivered on 
the rack, whoſe agonies excited the loud laugh, 
and promoted the jocund merriment-of your de- 
ſtroyers. Say—ſhall the love and fond acknow- 
ledgements of | poſterity be transformed into fi- 
| lence and diſregard 2? Shall your ſtatues be caſt 
unheeded to the ground, and the images of be- 
ings of inferior merit he placed upon their pe- 
deſtals becauſe your exertions were not imme 
Aa reiumphant—becauſe, W you ſtrove 


2! Sibbe the formation of the London Miſſionary Society, 


ain inſtitutions have appeared in Scotland, the Nether- 
lands, Germany, Switzerland, and even in ſeveral provinces 


of America. A flame has thus been enkindled, which 
| floods of difficulties cannot extinguiſh, and Which many | 


| blaſts: of oppoſition will be nnable to diſperſe. 
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5 F to confer emancipation upon ' millions, 85 im- 
1 prove an univerſe—but failed in a deſign fo god- = 
EY RE like—the others had conſtructed * an aquęduct, | 
| | repairgd a market-place, or performed Tome ac- 
tion, uſeful indeed, but moſt limited in 1 its 
utility? tc : 

To a propoſition ſo aa reſolve which 
would petrify all active virtue, and become an 
opiate to patriotiſm and every magnanimous de- 
fire, this aſſembly muſt refuſe their eſteem. 1 5 
will prefer the ſentiment of the roman moraliſt &, 
happily expreſſed by. the britiſh poet, That 
there is no ſpectacle which the Eternal can contem- 
plate with ſuperior pleaſure than Ny on Te 
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A good man\firuggling nid the nens of fate, 
And greatly falling. . : 


Another Sede ben has indire@ly'» nen to 
intimate that the Miffionaries -are influenced 


19% 2 


by ſome expectations not pure and laudable.“ 


1 1 


ve will merit as its hde be, . 9 


0 Foce par Deo dignum, vie fortis eue wald betend ens 
+ poſitus ! Non video, inquam, quid habeat in terris Jupiter © 
pulchrius, fi convertere animum velit, quam ut ſpectet 
Catonern, eee ſemel fractis, nne inter 
| . | Sena De Divin, Pro. ; 
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but, if ever the darts of | 1 fell unwounding, 5 1 


like the lance of the aged Priam, or meeting the 
armour 0 truth and innocence recoiled on the 
| 1 muſt be again their fate, when GY 
ey are hurled againſt, the motives of the agents 
of the Miſſionary Inftitution. FO 
Shall I, as demonftrative of this mark, de- 4 
ſcribe the wayes of difficulty they. haye to Re 2 
or detail the evils they muſt inevitably endure 5 Wo 
Your imaginations would precompoſe the melan- 
choly narratiye, and anticipate the conclufion I 
would deduce. I will, therefore, only. intreat 
vou to view them, as for the laſt· time they vifit | | 
the ſcenes of their boyiſh frolics, their juvenile - 
amuſement, or maturer uſefulneſs—as for the laſt | "| 
: time they ſalute their acquaintance, embrace ; OD 
their brethren, claſp their parents to their hearts, 5 
and imprint the ꝓarting kiſs on the, lips of them 
whom, moſt tenderly, they loye: * feeling « ex- 
8 2 e at ay vhs 2 rr to tread ? N 


Continue to "Attend mem as they a the 
5 bark; navigate a dangerous ocean ; toil beneath 
the torrid beam, or wander in antarctic ſnows; 
6 aſſociate. only with the ferocious verſatile favage 3 
; acquire a \barbarous dee ive a life of 
fatigue, and woe, and- ö 
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ez kboping PLA no Hey 2 from th happi- 
neſs of- others, from an approving. conſcience, 
and the future plaudits of the God they ſerve. 
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From ſuch ſpectators, even if before prejudiced = 


and inimical, I may confidently i inquire, | whether 
invectives or inſinuations caſt at men thus diſin- 
tereſted and meritorious, muſt not be unimpreſ- 
five as the wind that whiſtles around the TE 
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pant for- © thoughts that breath and- words bat 
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ö w. loft that we, e derne; os” 1111 
Aud all, but namen, is their And. 7 rom bing 


| They are true lets, I will not wh in a wa 


lance againſt them, thoſe beings Who have ac- 
quired the epithet of great, becauſe Was 


of millions—ſuch would prove H ghter than the 


burſting bubble. Compared with them 7 

Howard, Howard the philanthropiſt, muſt, like a 

“little ſtar, hide his diminiſhed head. 
He certainly relinquiſhed domeſtic eaſe, BYE 


countered danger, plunged into the gloom of 


dungeons, ſnapt aſunder the fetters of the unfor- $ 
tunate or alleviated their diſtreſs.” Craggy was 
his path. But frequently roſes ſtatted up at every 
ſtep. war fainting Oy were renewed by in- 

1 5 vigorating 
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vigorating praiſes ; contending} nations; ſuſpend- 


ed their hoſtilities to pay an united tribute to-his 


| worth; and monarchs left their thrones to fold 


him in their arms. Such ſolaces, alas ! will not 
_ Cheer chriſtian Miſſionaries. 5 


Reflecting on their future on ane” 
on. the deſtiny they may experience—l 1 


my heart ſwells—I muſt concludg. - 
Having now attempted to obviate theſe ob- 


jections, I ſhall conclude with pleaſure per- 
| ſuaded that—upon a compariſon of the motives - 
by which the ſubjects of this inquiry have been 


impelled ; the benefits they have conferred ; the 


number and neceſſities of the perſons they would 


relieve; and the ultimate conſequences of . their 


L attempts—this aſſembly will beſtow upon the 


quakers the. ſilver” medal of - conſiderable appro- 


bation—but will reſerve for the Miſſionary Soci- 


ety the golden prize of ſupereminent applauſe, 
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